VISIT TO  PARIS

tria and the middle states at present pursue their interests
is quite incompatible with the tasks which are vital ques-
tions for Prussia, and a common policy is quite impossible
until Austria adopts a discreeter system towards us, of
which there is so far little prospect. You agree with me
that we must show the small states the superiority of Prus-
sia, but what means have we for doing so inside the Act
of Confederation ? Little can be done when we have but
one voice among seventeen and Austria against us.

'A visit from Louis Napoleon would, for the reasons
given by me elsewhere, render our voice more effective
than it now is. They will become considerate and even
affectionate to us in precise proportion to their fear of us;
confidence in us they will never have. Every glance at
the map robs them of that; they know that their interests
and particular desires stand in the way of the general
direction of Prussian policy, and that therein lies a danger
against which only the disinterestedness of our most gra-
cious master offers any security for the future. The visit
of the Frenchman to us would not occasion any further
distrust; such a feeling already exists wholly and com-
pletely against Prussia, and the sentiments of the King
which might weaken it earn him no gratitude, but are
only utilised and turned to the best account. Whatever
confidence there may be will, in case of need, not bring a
single man into the field for us; fear, if we but knew how
to inspire it, would place the whole Bund at our disposal.
That fear would be inspired by ostensible tokens of our
good relations with France. If nothing of the kind hap-
pens, it might be difficult to carry on for long with that
country those benevolent relations you too regard as desir-
able. For France is courting us, feeling the necessity of
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